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T H E LAST WO R D  
Perfect preparat ion 
There I was, a 1 9 -year-old g i r l  from a sma l l  
town in  eastern Kentucky, about to board my 
first a i rp lane f l ight .  
But th is  was no ord inary tr ip .  I had 
decided that  my i n it ia l  experience i n  a i r  travel 
would be a trans-Pacific f l ight to Shanghai,  as 
part of a Furman study abroad progra m .  
Somehow I overcame my jitters a n d  
c l imbed aboard . Hours later, w e  arrived 
at our destination. 
I d id n't know it at that moment -
I was just happy to be back on sol id ground -
but the most fatefu l  part of my undergraduate 
experience would be the t ime I spent studying in Ch ina .  
When look ing for co l leges, I had been attracted to 
Furman because of its wealth of study abroad programs 
and focus on engaged learn ing .  Dur ing my years at 
Furman I was "engaged " both in  and out of the class­
room, from s im ulations and d i rect field experiences in 
my pol it ical science classes to advance team work with 
the R i ley I nstitute and summer internships in Washing­
ton, D . C ., and New York. 
But it took only a few short weeks of making 
my way on the other s ide of the world to realize that 
I was hooked on Ch ina .  
I would go on to  study two years of  Mandarin  at  
Furman - the u n iversity now offers four  years of  the 
lang uage - and th is, combined with my interest in  civi l  
society development, led me to return to China after 
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Shannon Roe on a visit to Cambodia during her student days. 
graduation for my first job.  As a Princeton-in-Asia 
Fel low, I worked with a non-governmental organ ization 
on a pesticide reduction project in  the southwestern 
city of Kunming .  
After spend ing  a year trekk ing through rice pad­
dies and developing relationships with internat ional  
fou ndations, I knew I cou ldn 't go back to a " norma l "  
desk job. S o  I landed a summer position with the 
Global Young Leaders Conference (GYLC), which soon 
tu rned i nto a fu l l-time position with GYLC's sister pro­
gram, the National Young Leaders Conference. 
Both of these experiential education programs 
focus on br ing ing top high school students to Wash­
ington to examine leadership through the lens of civics 
and government. They grapple with what it truly means 
to be publ ic  leaders, experience interactive s imu lations, 
and hear speakers from the three branches of 
government and the i nternational commun ity. 
In a l l ,  I spent nearly three years engag ing 
with talented students from a l l  over the world 
and serving as their l iaison with members of 
the D . C .  community. I can't imagine a more 
perfect preparation for the job than the 
experiences I had at Furman.  
Today, as I 'm considering graduate 
programs, I f ind that my years as an under­
grad sti l l  shape what I 'm look ing for. When 
I vis it  schools, I notice how the students 
interact with each other and how the 
professors fac i l itate discussions. 
Furman offered me the chance to be part of 
a special commun ity in a tru ly l ife-changing environ­
ment. And now I 'm content to accept noth ing less. 
- SHANNON ROE 
The author, a 2004 graduate, lives in Washington, 
D.C., and was until June the program manager for 
the National Young Leaders Conference. She was 
recently promoted to program officer at the Academy 
for Educational Development, where she designs and 
implements short-term youth, sports and professional 
exchange programs on behalf of the State Department. 
This article is reprinted from Engage Furman magazine 
(Voum e 4, Issue 3), a publication of the Office of 
Admissions. 
